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A Best Project*

Dance
University of California, Berkeley

 Host School: Rosa Parks Environmental Science Magnet School
Grade Level(s): Kindergarten

ArtsBridge Scholar: Kelly Conley

Classroom Teacher: Tontra Love
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National Standards (Dance) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Identifying and demonstrating movement elements and skills in performing dance
Content Standard 2: 

Understanding choreographic principles, processes, and structures
Content Standard 5
Demonstrating and understanding dance in various cultures and historical periods
Content Standard 7
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Making connections between dance and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:

	· Language Arts

· Math
	· Physical Education

· Health


Description of the Project: 
Kindergarten students at Rosa Parks Elementary School received exposure to the world of ballet through the instruction of their scholar, Kelly Conley. In addition to activities focused on developing basic locomotor and non-locomotor movements, students learned fundamental dance moves, including the plie, grand jete, and pirouette. Lessons were themed around weekly dance related vocabulary words, and students were introduced to great artists such as Martha Graham and Mikhail Baryshnikov. The children then learned to perform a dance using modern dance techniques developed by Graham. 

Dr. Seuss’, “My Many Colored Days,” was one of the books used to develop vocabulary and improvisational skills. Lessons required that students utilize critical thinking skills and provided opportunities for them to delve into the affective domain: they discussed personal feelings about different colors (using the examples provided by the book as a starting point) and then explored movements that expressed those feelings.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

The ArtsBridge scholar provided her students with considerable experiences in ballet. These were not only unique, but had many connections to other subject matter areas. Students demonstrated significant improvement on pre/post tests of vocabulary as a direct result of the classroom instruction provided by the scholar. Lessons were tied in to language arts through high interest books and students developed math concepts through the patterning found in their dances. 
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* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/

UCB-02-Conley.doc

_1103546657.doc
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