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A Best Project*

Visual Arts
University of California, Berkeley

 Host School: Jefferson Elementary

Grade Level(s): 3

ArtsBridge Scholar: Nick Morrow

Classroom Teacher: Sharon East
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National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
Content Standard 2: 

Using knowledge of functions and structures
Content Standard 3: 

Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Standard 6
Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:
	· Language Arts
· Math
	· Science
· Social Studies



Description of the Project: 
Third graders from Jefferson Elementary School received extensive instruction on drawing techniques while retaining a focus on writing skills. They received lessons ranging from the use of shape to the proper use of proportion when drawing the human form. In one cleverly designed lesson, students were placed in groups of four and provided with a blank piece of paper. Each group member then drew the head of a character on the top of their paper prior to passing it onto another student who added a body. A third student would then add a background, while the fourth student would compose a few sentences about the drawing. The children then created a written story based on these drawings and presented them to the class.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

ArtsBridge Scholar, Nick Morrow, provided his students with thorough instruction in visual arts techniques using a variety of media (pencil, tempera, oil pastels, and crayon). His lessons were elegantly designed to lead them sequentially through an increasingly difficult series of tasks. As students progressed, they were closely monitored by the scholar, while they worked collaboratively with an ever-increasing number of students to create larger works. Projects were completed in groups of 2, 4, and then 6 students. In doing so, students were required to problem solve and collaborate/negotiate with others to create their works.



















da Vinci, Il Corpo Umano








* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/

UCB-01-Morrow.doc

