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University of California, Berkeley
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Grade Level(s): 9 to 12

ArtsBridge Scholar: Cynthia Wang

Classroom Teacher: Megan McKenzie Stelmach

National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:
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Content Standard 1: 

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
Content Standard 2: 

Using knowledge of functions and structures
Content Standard 3: 

Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
Content Standard 4: 

Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 

Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Standard 6
Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:
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Language Arts
· Math
· Science
Description of the Project: 
ArtsBridge scholar Cynthia Wang’s project focused on the design of a physical space that was inspired by water. Representative projects by Richmond High School students included a carwash, a floating church, a house centered around a fountain, and a water slide park. In preparation for their assignment, students studied a broad range of materials including manuscripts by Leonardo da Vinci and instruction manuals on the assembly of furniture from retail stores. Floor plans and elevations were created for each design. Students then constructed models and gave oral presentations on their work. They were required to discuss their project and defend the rationale behind quantitative and qualitative choices made during the design process.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

The ArtsBridge scholar, Cynthia Wang, approached students enrolled in the visual arts class at Richmond High School as if they were participating in an introductory architectural studio course. While architecture served as the basis for student projects, the scholar’s primary goal was for students to capture “the essence of design…[not only] as a function but as an expression of a concept.” In doing so, she provided them with activities that required considerable attention to detail but also demanded that these were developed from creative ideas generated by each student. Several students expressed interest in pursuing architecture as a career. 
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* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/

UCB-02-Wang.doc
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