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Grade Level(s): 10 to 12
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Content Standard 1: 

Script writing by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history
Content Standard 2: 

Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations  

Content Standard 4
Directing by interpreting dramatic texts and organizing and conducting rehearsal for informal or formal productions

Content Standard 5: 

Researching by finding information to support classroom dramatizations

Content Standard 7
Analyzing and explaining personal preferences and constructing meanings from classroom dramatizations and from theatre, film, television, and electronic media productions

Content Area Connections:
· Language Arts
Description of the Project: 
ArtsBridge scholar Amy Duzinski worked with students from Olympic High School in developing and producing a filmed documentary that examined issues relevant to teens. Students were guided through film production activities that included brainstorming, treatment, writing, storyboarding, shooting, and editing and they were responsible for all elements of the production. As they worked on their film, students had access to video cameras, microphones, editing machines, and other computer editors. Upon completion of the project, one student decided to pursue a career in filmmaking.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

Initially, students lacked confidence and had difficulties developing ideas for their film. They received step-by-step guidance from their ArtsBridge scholar and successfully overcame their reservations. While students were initially overwhelmed by some tasks, such as the use of editing and computer equipment, they soon found that they were capable of using these tools and were able to work independently on days when their scholar was not present. Students developed organizational skills as they discovered the importance of planning, implementing, and evaluating their progress through the use of written records that documented their work, from start to finish. Upon completion of their film, students were left with a sense of tremendous pride and accomplishment.

























* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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