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A Best Project*

Drama 
University of California, Los Angeles

 Host School: Ranchito Elementary School

Grade Level(s): 3 & 4

ArtsBridge Scholar: Suzanne Fagen

Classroom Teacher: Rhonda Levy
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National Standards (Theatre) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Script writing by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history
Content Standard 2: 

Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations  

Content Standard 5: 

Researching by finding information to support classroom dramatizations

Content Standard 7
Analyzing and explaining personal preferences and constructing meanings from classroom dramatizations and from theatre, film, television, and electronic media productions

Content Area Connections:
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Language Arts
· Math
· Social Studies
· Foreign Languages
Description of the Project: 
E. B. White’s classic children’s tale, “Charlotte’s Web,’ was used as the foundation for Suzzane Fagen’s ArtsBridge project. Student participation in drama activities, such as pantomime, improvisation, sensory awareness, and movement through space, allowed them to thoroughly examine the story. They worked together in collaborative groups, as well as individually, to study each character’s actions and behaviors.  Lessons were designed that explored alliteration, problem solving, non-verbal communication, spatial relations, social values, and interpersonal relationship. Students even created their own “language” as they emulated the story’s characters. 

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

The use of “Charlotte’s Web” as a theme provided students with the backdrop for effective arts instruction that allowed literature to “come alive.”  The ArtsBridge scholar provided students with tools to analyze and then demonstrate their understanding of important concepts in the book. Lessons made extensive use of multi-sensory techniques to address the individual learning styles of students. In addition, this project provided students with exercises in developing empathy and tolerance for others as they examined the role of diversity in the book.
















Literature explored through drama.
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* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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