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A Best Project*

Drama
University of California, Los Angeles

 Host School: Hyde Park Elementary

Grade Level: 2

ArtsBridge Scholar: Kierra Scheffer

Classroom Teacher: Eric Hopson

National Standards (Theatre) Addressed:

[image: image2.wmf]Content Standard 2: 

Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations
Content Standard 4
Directing by planning classroom dramatizations

Content Standard 5: 

Researching by finding information to support classroom dramatizations 

Content Area Connections:
· Language Arts
· Math
· Science
Description of the Project: 
Students in Mr. Eric Hopson’s second grade class received arts instruction from ArtsBridge scholar, Kierra Scheffer that used drama as the basis for a themed science project on animals. Lessons emphasized multi-sensory techniques, presented in the form of dramatic games, as students learned about the environment, identified characteristics of specific animals, and the food chain. They used pantomime to replicate the movement of different animals and listened to recorded samples of environmental sounds as models for their own dramatic improvisations.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

ArtsBridge scholar, Kierra Scheffer, used a variety of instructional strategies, through drama, that encouraged the active participation of all students. They received numerous opportunities for creative development as they acquired skills pertaining to environmental science. The scholar used theatrical exercises incorporating pantomime, sensory awareness games, and even movement and rhythm activities to promote learning. Students were given opportunities to evaluate their own performances, as well as those of their peers, as they used the arts to demonstrate mastery of the material. Problem solving skills were addressed through activities whereby students worked collaboratively in groups of two to five students to create classroom performances of “animals.”

























* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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