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A Best Project*

Visual Arts
University of California, Los Angeles

 Host School: Westminster Avenue Elementary School

Grade Level: 4

ArtsBridge Scholar: Patricia Fernandez

Classroom Teacher: Giancarlo Mercado
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National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
Content Standard 2: 

Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines
Content Standard 3: 

Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
Content Standard 4
Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures

Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Standard 6: 

Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:
	· Language Arts
· Math
	· Science
· Social Studies


Description of the Project:  
ArtsBridge scholar, Patricia Fernandez, immersed her students in the visual arts. She provided them with examples of works by many artists, spanning a variety of time periods. The students then applied the concepts covered during these lessons to their own works. In addition to the information presented in the classroom, students went on a walking field trip to view public murals in Venice Beach. These murals were examined and evaluated for their significance: socially, artistically, and as a form of communication. Later, students visited the Museum of Contemporary Art where they experienced works that were related to what they were creating. In addition to their individual projects (these included self-portraits and collages), students completed a mural that was framed and displayed as their culminating activity.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

Westminster Elementary School students were provided with an in-depth look at the visual arts from the perspective of both creators and consumers. They studied color theory, shape, form, perspective, and other elements in detail while also learning that art can be used to convey meaning. Students learned that in creating art there are no “right answers” and that it is acceptable to arrive at similar answers by divergent means. Perhaps the greatest indicator of this project’s effectiveness came when one student whimsically noted to the scholar that, “my life was so much easier before you came because you make us think too hard about art.”



















Nurturance (1979), Venice Beach, CA


Ann Elizabeth Thiermann








* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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