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 Host School: The Accelerated School

Grade Level: 1

ArtsBridge Scholar: Amie I. Lin

Classroom Teacher: Ms. Olivia Irlando
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National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:

Content Standard 3: 

Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
Content Standard 4
Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures

Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Area Connections:
· Language Arts

· Math

· Social Studies


Description of the Project:  
Amie I. Lin, ArtsBridge scholar, introduced first graders at “The Accelerated School” to the art of design and sculpture. In preparation for creating their project, a “mechanical totem pole,” students learned about the arts and culture of Northwest Indians and examined sculptures by others (most notably those of Korean artist, Nam Jun Paik) whose work has been inspired by the totem pole. 

Students created masks and individual “miniature totem poles” prior to designing their group project – a totem pole created by stacking computer monitors decorated with other discarded parts (i.e., keyboards, mice, etc.). 

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

Students were provided with their first look at the world of sculpture as they focused on the differences between two-dimensional and three-dimensional art. As the scholar guided them through her lessons, students learned about elements of design including form and structure. Students were given instruction on painting technique and used both traditional and untraditional media (old computer parts) to build their class totem pole.

In addition to arts instruction, the scholar effectively used other content areas as an integral component of her project. For example, students were required to write stories about themselves and their class. These stories were then programmed into a computer and played back on the finished “mechanical totem pole” monitors as a multimedia presentation to symbolically represent the individual contribution of each child.



















“Native Totem Pole”








* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/

UCLA-02-Lin.doc

