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A Best Project*

Visual Arts
University of California, Los Angeles

 Host School: Westport Heights Elementary School

Grade Level(s): (5?)

ArtsBridge Scholar: Marlene Mathis

Classroom Teacher: Ms. Hazel Carmack-Harris
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National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
Content Standard 2: 

Using knowledge of functions and structures 
Content Standard 4: 

Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures

Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Standard 6
Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:
· Language Arts
· Science
· Social Studies
Description of the Project: 
ArtsBridge scholar, Marlene Mathis, lead her students through a multicultural journey that included the creation of Native American pinch pots and Egyptian afterlife figures.  Arts instruction included the use of clay, firing techniques used throughout the ages, and the application of glazes to protect and enhance the functionality of ceramic ware. Students also learned how readily available natural materials (i.e., clays, metals, silica, etc.) have been used in the creation of ceramics.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

Students from Westport Heights Elementary School examined the role and function of pottery as found in a variety of modern and historical world. They discovered that ceramics serves as art, has numerous utilitarian functions, and plays a role in the religious ceremonies of many cultures. In doing so, students learned that the arts are an essential component in the study of the social sciences. 

Students utilized newly acquired skills in ceramics (many them had never worked with clay before) to reinforce lessons that occurred outside of the ArtsBridge project. For example, students replicated a variety of the ocean creatures they had observed on a field trip to the Long Beach Aquarium, using the same techniques they had learned to create their Egyptian afterlife figures. 


















Egyptian Ka Statue,�ca. 2450 BCE








* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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