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A Best Project*

Visual Arts
University of California, Los Angeles

 Host School: Crescent Heights Elementary School

Grade Level(s): 2 & 3

ArtsBridge Scholar: Daniel Matoba

Classroom Teacher: Mrs. Kathy Wein
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National Standards (Visual Arts) Addressed:

Content Standard 1: 

Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
Content Standard 2: 

Using knowledge of functions and structures
Content Standard 5: 

Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others

Content Standard 6
Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Content Area Connections:
· Language Arts
· Math
· Science
Description of the Project: 
Crenshaw Heights Elementary School students were guided by ArtsBridge scholar, Daniel Matoba, through the task of building a shoebox “house” as part of an extended look at art of design. In preparation for this project, students studied rudimentary architectural skills by constructing “towers” from straws, tape, and other materials, with the goal to see who could build the tallest. Following this initial activity, the scholar lead his students through the same design processes an architect would take in the construction of a home. Students were required to individually design and build rooms, following predetermined specifications, after which these were connected with those of other students to construct a complete house.

Why this was chosen as a Best Project:

Through the support of their ArtsBridge scholar, students discovered the importance of taking pride in one’s work and the need to work patiently. Students were required to use written language skills as they designed their project and had to rely upon math and science to build a structurally sound “house.” Many new skills were acquired as their plans were carefully monitored to ensure important concepts had been mastered; these included the use of measurement and scale. During the construction phase, the scholar worked carefully with his students to verify that all projects conformed to actual plans. Students overcame many challenges as they successfully built 3 dimensional objects from their 2 dimensional designs. Upon completion of their project, students were able to discuss the important role that art plays in architectural design.
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* This brief analysis has been compiled by ArtsBridge from project materials submitted by the scholar.

For additional information on ArtsBridge projects, visit: http://www.arts.uci.edu/artsbridge/
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